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Bittersweet In-Betweens 
Jessica Nwankwo

Death and loss are hardly easy processes to endure. The artwork shows a lady 
who is in the dying process surrounded by loved ones (husband, mother, and 
even her deceased child in angel form) with a physician present and draws on 
aspects of the stages of grief and faith and what these things look like to me. 

Using surrealist imagery to better tap into the metaphorical, unseen, and emo-
tional aspects of such an experience, my piece captures what that process might 
look like in one specific instance in a hospital room. As scary and uncertain as 

the process can be, there are also elements of hope and faith in certain instances 
laced into the grieving process, creating an environment and experience that 

is laden with emotions, impactful, and intimate. Essentially, there is a depth of 
human emotions experienced during difficult and disheartening situations. 

NOTE TO READER
From the Stimulus Team

Stimulus: A Medical Humanities Journal was created to be an
experience for its readers. Unlike many other academic journals, it
contains a unique combination of academic works, personal
experiences, and artistic expressions. In this way, Stimulus can be
seen as a portable art gallery.

Just as any piece of art can be interpreted in a number of different
ways, so too can the articles that follow. We invite you to gain insight
on the creators’ interpretation of their own work by referencing the
creator biographies at the end of this journal, in which our creators
shared their purpose, artistic opinion, and the underlying meaning(s)
of their submission.

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

A collection of poetry, short
stories, drawings, graphics,
research, essays, music, and
experiences from the students,
faculty, and alumni of UTA as
well as a number of community
creators.

Sensitive
Content

In this Volume, we chose to provide trigger warnings for submissions
that may contain sensitive content. Please note when the following
icon appears at the beginning of a submission before continuing to
read:


