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NOTE TO READER
From the Stimulus Team

Stimulus: A Medical Humanities Journal was created to be an
experience for its readers. Unlike many other academic journals, it
contains a unique combination of academic works, personal
experiences, and artistic expressions. In this way, Stimulus can be
seen as a portable art gallery.

Just as any piece of art can be interpreted in a number of different
ways, so too can the articles that follow. We invite you to gain insight
on the creators’ interpretation of their own work by referencing the
creator biographies at the end of this journal, in which our creators
shared their purpose, artistic opinion, and the underlying meaning(s)
of their submission.

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

A collection of poetry, short
stories, drawings, graphics,
research, essays, music, and
experiences from the students,
faculty, and alumni of UTA as
well as a number of community
creators.

Sensitive
Content

In this Volume, we chose to provide trigger warnings for submissions
that may contain sensitive content. Please note when the following
icon appears at the beginning of a submission before continuing to
read:

This photograph depicts how expensive life-saving medication can be and points out the profit 
motive in healthcare. This photograph prompts the question: when healthcare is driven by profit 
and not people, how does this affect patients’ lives? The medical-industrial complex is a barrier 
to providing truly beneficial care to patients. It drives income disparities where healthcare is 
inaccessible to the lower-income population. In addition, lower-income populations statistically 
experience more health issues due to various factors, such as poverty stress, low nutrition due to 
food deserts, lack of clean water, and more (AAFP, 2019). There is a never-ending cycle where 
poverty can lead to illness and worsening health outcomes due to being unable to access medical 
care. As future healthcare professionals, what steps are we taking to dismantle barriers in 
healthcare?
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